Evaluation of colonic neoplasia by flow cytometry of endoscopic biopsies.
Colonoscopy is a valuable and frequently used method in the evaluation of colonic neoplasia. Flow cytometry is a technique that can be used to diagnose malignancy. In this study, flow cytometry was used to evaluate colonoscopic biopsies taken from patients with suspected colonic neoplasia. Nineteen colonic biopsies were obtained and evaluated by this technique. Aneuploidy was demonstrated in six patients with carcinoma of the colon. In addition, abnormal DNA histograms were noted in two premalignant conditions (colonic adenoma and inflammatory bowel disease). The results show that flow cytometry can be applied to colonic biopsies and suggest that it may be of use in the diagnosis of malignant and premalignant conditions of the colon.